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One method considers only the present moment. . . It 
says : ' This man troubleth us. He speaks against the 
established order ; he is an innovator and foments dis- 
content. Therefore we will crucify him, and that will end 
the whole matter.' That was Caesar's method. . . 

" The method of Jesus rests on an entirely different 
plane. . . He realized that the employment of force 
lowered the conflict to the animal plane and awakened the 
fiercer passions ; that hate begat hate, and that injustice 
brutalized, while by lifting the question to the soul plane, 
man could overcome evil by good or drive out darkness 
by light, and in so doing lift toward the divine all who 
come under the ennobling spell of love. . . 

" It would naturally be supposed that after nineteen 
hundred years of Christianity there would be no question 
as to the method to be adopted, in a nation which prides 
itself on being preeminently Christian. . . And yet 
what, as a matter of fact, is the policy being pursued by 
the republic as she prepares to answer the demand of an 
awakened people who ask for nothing more than jus- 
tice . . ? In our cities during the past decade, multitudi- 
nous armories have been erected, which mock religion and 
frown hatefully on civilization. In Boston, not content 
with her massive brick armories, a new white-stone bas- 
tile-like edifice is rearing its massive front on Columbus 
avenue, from whose windows, as a gentleman in the build- 
ing recently explained to a friend, Columbus avenue can 
be swept above and below by Gattling guns in case of 
trouble." 

Mr. Flower quotes Governor Greenhalge as saying in 
his inaugural address, January 4, that " the militia is the 
sword-arm of the Commonwealth." He further says : 

"Another ominous and, to me, deplorable expression of 
the savage spirit regnant at this time is noticeable in the 
military spirit being fostered in our common schools. At 
the very moment when the best minds of the world began 
to hope that the days of war were over, that the spirit of 
militarism was giving place to higher ideals, and that ar- 
bitration would in the future settle the misunderstandings 
or quarrels of civilized peoples ; when it seemed that hu- 
manity was rising above narrow natural prejudice in the 
scale of human judgment ; when it seemed that justice 
rather than partisanship would rule in the council halls of 
nations — we find in the republic a passion for militarism 
being fostered in the minds of the young, and the old 
dream of glory through murder is thus being instilled in 
plastic brains. 

" I know all the claims or excuses advanced for this, 
but to me they seem puerile and entirely unjustifiable in 
face of the fact that the drilling of the children appeals to 
an element in their nature which centuries of civilization 
have only partially subdued, that it awakens the savage 
in many, and that it places military leaders as life-mould- 
ing ideals rather than intellectual or spiritual heroes." 

He then proceeds to show how the Government at 
Washington is fostering this war spirit in connection with 
the Colleges and High Schools of the country. He quotes 
from ex-President Harrison's letter in the January Cen- 
tury, and criticises it much as has been done in the Advo- 
cate. The spirit and policy of the country in this regard 
" sets at naught," in his judgment, " the life and teach- 
ings of the One who cried : ' Put up thy sword ; for they 
that take the sword shall perish by the sword.' " 



These brave words of Mr. Flower are none too strong. 
The evil which he exposes in connection with the social 
and industrial questions of the hour is pervading all mod- 
ern society. The most discouraging thing about it all is 
that so many good men, Christian men, are either entirely 
indifferent to it, or openly encourage it. They claim to 
see no want of harmony between a sword dripping with a 
brother's blood, and the tender and loving spirit of Jesus 
of Nazareth, who died to save others rather than lift one 
finger to save his own life. They pretend to trust God 
and to believe in the conquering power of love and self- 
sacrifice, but on all the more grave occasions, when their 
theory might be really tested, they draw back and say 
there is no other resort but the smiting sword and the 
death-dealing Gattling gun. Militarism is growing and 
spreading on these excuses and this faithlessness of men 
who suppose themselves to be children of light and 
children of the day. The evil whose further developments 
we honestly confess that we greatly dread could not 
live a year if all who claim to follow Jesus Christ as 
both Saviour and Lord would think and say and do what 
is written in the most unequivocal way on every page of 
His Gospel. 



GLADSTONE'S RETIREMENT. 

William E. Gladstone's resignation of the Premiership 
of Great Britain, which had for some time been expected, 
occurred on the 3d of March. It was "graciously accepted" 
by Her Majesty, who six years ago received Lord Salis- 
bury's resignation " with much regret." He would prob- 
ably not have taken this step yet but for the fact that 
failing eyesight rendered it difficult for him to perform 
the duties of the office. 

It is not surprising that Mr. Gladstone's retirement has 
attracted the attention of the civilized world as but few 
recent events have done. He is, without doubt, the 
greatest of living Englishmen and, looked at all round, 
much the greatest living statesman. As a scholar he has 
held a very high rank. In character he has been excep- 
tionally high-minded and noble. He has been in po- 
litical life for more than sixty years, having entered 
Parliament in time to help in the abolition of British colo- 
nial slavery. He has been the leader in many of the most 
important reforms which have engaged English thought 
since 1840. His eloquence has been the charm of all 
who have heard him. His personal magnetism has held 
men together in reform movements where all other bonds 
would probably have failed. He has been four times Prime 
Minister of the British Empire, having just closed, at the 
age of 85, his fourth term of office which has lasted for 
six years. 

Mr. Gladstone began life as a Tory, but soon became a 
Liberal, and he has been, speaking in general terms, the 
highest embodiment as well as the noblest spokesman of 
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English Liberalism. Contrary to what is usual with men, 
he has grown even more liberal as he has grown older, until 
at last, whatever he may have done at times to maintain 
the prerogatives of the crown and of hereditary privilege, 
he has become essentially a Republican. He has just de- 
clined a peerage and his last speech in Parliament before 
leaving the Premiership virtually lifts the question of the 
abolition of the House of Lords as a hereditary and priv- 
ileged legislative body into tbe front rank of English 
political questions. This question will soon dominate 
English thought and discussion until it shall have been 
settled in harmony with the ideas of the origin of politi- 
cal power and of political responsibility which have now 
become controlling in so many parts of the world, and 
which before many generations are sure to become uni- 
versal. 

Mr. Gladstone's position on the movement for the 
abolition of war and for the establishment of permanent 
international peace has not been all that we could have 
wished. He has certainly let opportunities go by when 
he might have rendered an incalculable service in this 
direction without much extra tax on his time and thought. 
But from his point of view we could, possibly, not have 
expected much more than he has done. He had no such 
moral conception of the fundamental wickedness and 
inhumanity of war as John Bright, Richard Cobden and 
Henry Richard, nor as a number of men now in Parlia- 
ment who represent the growing and strengthening peace 
sentiment of Great Britain. How far he is responsible 
for this lack of what seems to many of us the only 
rational conception of war, is not for us to say. 

It would not be just, however, to say that he is out of 
sympathy with the movement and opposed to it. His 
speech in the House of Commons on the Cremer resolu- 
tion on the 16th of June last shows that on many phases 
of the subject he holds right views and is not in any sense 
disposed to resist the movement. If he were a younger 
man, much aid might yet be expected of him. His fail- 
ure to champion the cause has come perhaps from his 
close attention to other subjects, and the fact that he has 
never studied the question thoroughly and gone to the 
roots of it as he has done in the case of Homer and the 
question of Home Rule for Ireland. The great work of 
Gladstone's life, we are glad to confess, has contributed 
immensely to the promotion of peace, not only industrial 
and social but international as well. For every removal 
of the burdens imposed by caste, every abolishment of 
laws having no other reason for their existence than 
tradition and custom, every extension of just liberty, 
every new embodiment of the rights of man in better legal 
enactments is hastening the coming of that time when 
men and nations shall lay down their arms and shed 
each other's blood no more. In this work Mr. Gladstone 
has a history of the highest honor. 



THE BRAZILIAN REBELLION. 



When Admiral da Gama surrendered to President 
Peixoto in Rio harbor on the 13th of March, it was 
thought that the Brazilian insurrection would speedily 
come to an end. Thousands of citizens gathered on the 
hill tops about Rio Janeiro and cheered long and loud 
when the rebel flag was hauled down. The expectation 
of an early end of hostilities was also hightened by the 
election on the first of March, in which Senor Prudente 
Moraes was chosen President of the Republic. For six 
months the war, desultory, senseless and really aimless, 
had been going on, destroying life and property and 
paralyzing the business of the country. Signs of peace 
were welcomed on all hands, especially by foreigners who 
saw that the contest was in every respect a wicked and 
useless one. 

But before the surrender in Rio harbor Admiral Mello 
had managed to slip away to the south with his war ships, 
and he intends to keep up the fight. The revolutionary 
government is there organized with Senor Lorena as 
President, and proposes to keep up the contest on land. 
When, therefore, the wretched business will come to an 
end, no one can tell. 

It is often thrown up to the Peace Societies as a proof 
of their uselessness that they have not been able to pre- 
vent such wars as this in Brazil. The Philadelphia 
Telegraph, in a recent editorial, in reference to the Inter- 
national Tribunal now so much talked of, speaks in a 
very wise and oracular way as follows : 
■ " Is it not a pertinent inquiry, however, to ask, ' What 
is the good of an International Tribunal of Arbitration 
for nations that will not arbitrate ? ' There are ways and 
means enough now in existence for any contesting parties 
to settle their difficulties by arbitration if they wanted 
to ; but unfortunately they don't. The South American 
States, for example, that are perpetually squabbling and 
fighting either in internecine (internal?) struggles°or in 
little wars with each other, could resort to established 
means of arbitration at any moment. The only reason 
they do not arbitrate is because they do not want to. If 
the American Peace Society could induce with contentious 
peoples and warlike countries a mild and lamblike dis- 
position to submit to arbitration, there might be some use 
in talking of ways and means. Until people are willing 
to arbitrate, the loveliest plans in the world for placating 
their hostilities will not be worth the paper they are 
written on." 

No Peace Society has ever been so stupid as to suppose 
that nations unwilling to arbitrate would arbitrate, and 
for this reason, for three quarters of a century, these 
societies have given their chief attention to creating " a 
mild and lamblike disposition " among the peoples of the 
world. They are well aware that there is a good deal of 
the lion and the wolf still left, and that the work of 
changing thought and feeling among " contentious 
peoples" and in "warlike countries " is by no means a 
short one. They will be only too glad to welcome to 



